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DRAGONS ABREAST NT- PADDLERS ON A MISSION 

At the Saturday March 15th DANT Annual General Meeting Pauline Deslandes was awarded Life membership of DANT for her outstanding contribution as Coordinator 2004-2008.  She was presented with flowers, champagne and a framed certificate.  
Pauline became NT Coordinator when Michelle Hanton and Dragons Abreast Australia moved into a new and key role.  Her efforts, as well as those of the DANT Committee, created an individual identity, whilst remaining an integral part of the National organisation.  DANT is a vibrant, active group which proactively raises awareness of breast cancer through paddling and other activities.  It positively demonstrates to the community that people can be involved in life and exercise after breast cancer.  Our regular training sessions are well attended with often our two dragon boats taking to the water. Monthly Come and Try paddling sessions are an overwhelming success with an increased number of survivors paddling. 
A highlight of 2007 was fielding a team of 20 paddlers plus a drummer who were breast cancer survivors, for the 2007 Abreast in Australia in Caloundra.  The year included many social and fundraising events to ensure all quality uniforms and accommodation.  Our coach Daryll ensured peak fitness so we could last the 500m race distance.

Our Annual Report mentioned many activities and achievements including Abreast in Australia, Walk Down Memory Lane, Mandorah Challenge, Hit Pink Palmerston Golf Ambrose, Flying Fox Festival, Crab and Quail and DBNT Regattas.  We also made an ongoing commitment to Encore, Pamper packages and the Chemotherapy Room at the Royal Darwin Hospital.

We have many wonderful supporters. In particular Arthur Hamilton and the Shorelands group have shown incredible generosity by providing office space, computer assistance and help with our aging trailer.  The Darwin Sailing Club, Coonawarra Panel Works, G.J Wigg  Plumbing and Brustolin Builders have all given support for us to be able to achieve successfully.
Jill Finch

Coordinator DANT
